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COMMENDING VENTURE HIVE AND
THE LAB MIAMI FOR CONTRIBU-
TIONS TO SOUTH FLORIDA

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the contribu-
tions of two local south Florida inno-
vative tech hubs: Venture Hive and
LAB Miami.

Venture Hive is a business accel-
erator, and LAB Miami is a tech incu-
bator, and both are local leaders work-
ing to help our community’s entre-
preneurs grow, create more jobs, and
expand our economy.

Building on these lofty goals, Susan
Amat, the founder of Venture Hive, has
partnered with Miami-Dade County
Public Schools to engage students in
the business of innovation at an early
age.

Meanwhile, Wifredo Fernandez, or
“Wifi,” has worked to build a place
known as the Ellis Island of Miami for
tech entrepreneurs. Both of these won-
derful places are examples for cities
across our Nation to help strengthen
our economy and spur innovation.

Congratulations—felicidades to Ven-
ture Hive and LAB Miami.

————

TRIBUTE TO CD1 FIREFIGHTERS

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the first re-
sponders and fire crews who put their
lives on the line for more than 24 hours
to fight the five-alarm mill fire in
Providence last week.

Firefighters from across my district
came to the scene to help, working
through the night to contain the blaze
that consumed the 90,000-square-foot
building.

Thank you to the members of the
Providence Fire Department and to fire
crews at Central Falls Ladder, North
Providence Engine, East Providence
Engine, Pawtucket Engine and Ladder,
North Providence Ladder, and Cum-
berland Ladder for your willingness to
help the Providence Fire Department
and your dedicated service to keep
Rhode Islanders safe all throughout the
year.

I would also like to thank the compa-
nies from the Second Congressional
District who pitched in, Warwick En-
gine and Cranston Ladder and John-
ston Engine and Ladder.

I applaud their service today and
hope this reminds all of us of the he-
roic and important work that our fire-
fighters and first responders do and of
our responsibility to support them in
every way that we can.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF OFFICER
BURKE J. RHOADS OF
NICHOLASVILLE, KENTUCKY

(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to celebrate the life and note the re-
cent passing of Officer Burke J. Rhoads
of Nicholasville, Kentucky.

On March 11, Officer Rhoads was sud-
denly and tragically Kkilled in a car ac-
cident while on duty as an officer with
the Nicholasville Police Department.
Officer Rhoads was 35 years old and is
survived by his wife, Melissa Suzanne
Mason Rhoads, and his three children,
Jacquelyn, Bryan, and Kevin. Officer
Rhoads was a U.S. Army veteran and
served on the Nicholasville police force
for 8 years.

We grieve the loss of this promoter of
peace, advocate of laws, and sentry of
safety and security in our community;
however, we also celebrate and honor
his life and his service.

Inscribed on the wall of the National
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial
are the words ‘‘in valor there is hope.”
Officer Rhoads helped to bring his com-
munity hope in knowing that they
were safer on his watch.

I thank Officer Rhoads for his service
and devotion to our community.

REPUBLICAN BUDGET

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, today,
Americans are working more and earn-
ing less. The cost of college is rising,
young people are in debt, and Amer-
ica’s infrastructure is in decay.

Mr. Speaker, the Republican budget,
however, does nothing to help strug-
gling Americans. It gives tax breaks to
the wealthy, ends the Medicare guar-
antee, makes it harder for Americans
to buy a home, and cuts funding for
education.

Our military leaders even testified
that the Republican budget will put
the lives of our men and women in uni-
form at risk.

Mr. Speaker, this is outrageous. The
American people elected us. We owe it
to them to pass a budget that addresses
their needs, keeps them safe, and gives
them the best opportunity possible to
live the American Dream.

Let’s focus on creating good-paying
jobs, providing universal pre-K, and re-
storing food stamp programs that have
helped many American families
through these tough times. Let’s en-
sure that our military has the re-
sources they need to make sure that
they can fight the fight that America
wants.

Democrats will keep standing with
the American people and do the job
that we were elected to do on their be-
half.

——
REPUBLICAN BUDGET

(Mr. HARRIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

March 18, 2015

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, this week,
the House Republicans rolled out next
year’s budget and laid out a clear plan
to balance the budget in less than 10
years, cut $56.5 trillion in deficit spend-
ing, and fully repeal ObamacCare.

It will work to cut waste and create
a lean and effective government that
truly works for the people. Every day,
hardworking taxpayers across our Na-
tion are forced to balance their budg-
ets. It is about time that the Federal
Government does the same.

Over the last several years, we have
seen reckless spending that is saddling
future generations with massive
amounts of debt. I want our children
and grandchildren to have a better op-
portunity to succeed than we did, and
on the current trajectory, that is just
not possible.

Unlike the budget President Obama
submitted to Congress, the House budg-
et calls for a fairer, simpler Tax Code
and promotes job creation and a
healthy economy. It will work to cut
red tape that is suffocating our private
employers, and it creates a more trans-
parent and accountable government.

It is time to put money back in the
pockets of our hardworking American
taxpayers, and this budget will do just
that.

——
REPUBLICAN BUDGET

(Mr. FOSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak out against the latest
budget proposal from House Repub-
licans.

When Bill Clinton left office in 2001,
our government was running a surplus
and on track to pay down our national
debt to zero by 2009.

Republicans then took control of the
House, Senate, and Presidency, and we
saw 8 years of Republican budgets that
drove us into debt and wrecked our
economy. By the time Democrats re-
gained control in 2009, our economy
was in collapse, and the deficit was
over $1 trillion a year.

Republicans are now proposing to re-
turn to the very same policies that de-
stroyed our economy in the first place:
wars and military spending paid for on
the backs of the middle class; tax cuts
skewed to the wealthy that produce no
jobs; and underinvestment in edu-
cation, research, and infrastructure
that are the lifeblood of our Nation’s
economic growth.

Once again, we are seeing a budget
that would increase financial stress on
the middle class and the Medicare
guarantee and force seniors to pay
more for health care and for prescrip-
tion drugs.

We can and we must do better.

——
OCEAN ACIDIFICATION

(Mr. BEYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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